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1 CAN’T COMMAND-SO 1 PLEAD

by Leslie Diestelkamp

If | could be given the power to command, to force, to require, then | would demand of God’s people and other people
of America, good homes. | do not speak now of houses— whether they be shacks by the side of the road or mansions on
a hill. But | speak of homes—family circumstances and associations. And since it is impossible to enforce a command for
good homes, | must beg, plead, and exhort.

| plead for homes where there is love, peace, tranquility, serenity, and hope. | plead for homes where there is unity,
mutual respect, morality, happiness, and optimistic enthusiasm. | plead for homes were hatred, malice, bitterness,
selfishness, and vengeance are excluded. | plead for homes where dope, wine, beer, whiskey, divorce, fornication,
adultery, and profanity are totally absent.

| prayed for homes as God intended for them to be — the cradle of civilization, the bulwark of the church and the
vestibule of heaven. And | do not plead for the impossible, but for the kind of homes that we can indeed have — if we
will. Perhaps less emphasis should be put upon up-to-date ways and means of having good homes, and more emphasis
is needed upon commitment, dedication, determination, desire, devotion and responsibility, for if we have these
qualities, we will usually find the ways and means for success.

A Wounded Land

The Lord said to Solomon, “If my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then | will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins, and will heal their land” (2
Chron. 7:14).

And, oh, today our land needs healing! Ours is a sick society, a troubled nation, a wounded land! And in the midst of all
this, God’s churches suffer, for the churches are people, and people represent homes, and too many homes are not
good homes.

The nation and the churches are both wounded by permissive parents, by doting grandparents, and by liberal teachers
who fill tender minds with humanistic trash. We, as a people, are wounded by disobedient children and by rebellious
youth. We are wounded by disregard for marriage, by unconcern for chastity, by broken families, and by
promiscuousness, and by amorality among adolescents, teenagers, and adults.

Is There No Healing Balm?

When Jeremiah observed “the graven images in the strange vanities” of God’s people, he cried out, “The harvest is
passed, the summer is ended, and we are not saved... is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there?” Indeed,
Jeremiah knew and the people knew that God’s Word and God’s ways would heal the land. His question was rhetorical.
He was appealing to them to return to God’s will and way. Today | cannot appeal to the nation we call America for | have
no sufficient voice to reach the nation. But today | appeal to those of God’s people who may hear me. God will hear our
prayers, he will bless his people, he will make us a great and shining light in the world when the sound words we hear
from our pulpits are applied in our homes, demonstrated in our lives, and exemplified by husbands and wives, fathers
and mothers, sons and daughters.



God may heal our land and bless His church today if His people will commit themselves to “family righteousness.” The
fable is told that when a chasm opened in the Forum of Rome, it was said by the Oracles that whatever was most
precious in Rome must go into the chasm to close it. And a soldier, with his armor and mounted on his horse, spurred
the horse into the chasm after which act of valor the conscience of the earth closed over him. In 1861, in a speech in the
Senate, Timothy Hall of Wisconsin, typified Abraham Lincoln as plunging himself into the dark chasm that was about to
destroy the nation. Today a vast and deep chasm may be about to engulf the land and the churches. It is for us, as
Christians, to exhibit the courage and fidelity that will bring reformation — that will close the chasm—by producing the
good homes that will be the cradle of civilization, the bulwark of the church, and the vestibule of heaven.

This article was first appeared in Think, Vol. 13, No.1, dated Jan-Feb-Mar, 1982

More With Us Than With Them

Everritt Heaton

One of my favorite Old Testament stories in in 2 Kings 6:8-23. It tells of a time with a king of Syria once again went out
to battle against Israel. The Syrian king would always be trying to make raids and ambush the Israelites but Elisha would
tell the king of Israel where to go and where not to go. That really upset the Syrian king and when he found out that it
was Elisha in Dothan he surrounded the city intent on killing him.

There are multiple things about this story that make this particularly one of my favorites and I'll let you read the entire
story to see the inspiring and humorous elements of what took place but | just want to remind us this morning of
probably the most important element. “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with
them.” (2 Kings 6:16)

Elisha’s servant went out and quickly realized that they were surrounded and was greatly distressed. Who wouldn’t
be? They were surrounded and he knew exactly why. Elisha not only told him what you read above from v.16 but then
Elisha asked of God to “open his eyes that he may see. So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” (2 Kings 6:17) It would really only take
one angel to defeat this army but the young man saw a mountain full.

There’s a lot of turmaoil in this world on a constant basis. Sometimes it is closer to home and events like what is going on
in different parts of our nation cause some unrest among brethren. The feeling that we are surrounded by evil on all
sides weighs heavy on us. And we are surrounded by evil by the way, that’s true. But... “Do not be afraid, for those who
are with us are more than those who are with them!”

| am not a prophet like Elisha and | cannot even begin to tell you the slightest hint of what God has planned and is
doing. But | believe God has given us the knowledge of these events in Scripture to tell us that He has all things under
his control and we need not fret. Let’s go through this week seeking to SEE God’s presence in our lives and around us
each day.



