
 
Evangelism 

by Robin Haley 
I recently came across the acrostic for the word "evangelism." I found it not only interesting and accurate, but also a good 
reminder. I added some Scripture references to the acrostic to help us consider the word “evangelism” and some of those 
things for which it stands. 
  
E 
Evangelism is Every member active. “They therefore that were scattered abroad, went about preaching the word” (Acts 
8:4). This was written regarding “the church in Jerusalem” (Acts 8:1). 
  
V 
EVangelism is Visitation practiced. “I was sick, and ye visited me” (Matthew 25:36). This is a necessary part of helping to 
keep the saved, saved. 
  
A 
EvAngelism is Absentees contacted regularly. “Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted” (Galatians 6:1). Let us not wait 
until a member is back in the world before we wonder where that one is. 
  
N 
EvaNgelism is New members involved. “As newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may 
grow thereby unto salvation” (I Peter 2:2). Let us encourage our new brethren to attend the classes and every worship 
assembly. Let us teach them often as we may have contact and opportunity. 
  
 
G 
EvanGelism is Giving. “But first they gave their own selves to the Lord” (II Corinthians 8:5), then they “gave of their own 
accord” (II Corinthians 8:3). This avenue of worship (I Corinthians 16:1-2) reflects our own conversion and will supply the 
means to convert others. 
 

E 
EvangElism is Everyone in class. “Whom we proclaim, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that 
we may present every man perfect in Christ” (Colossians 1:28). In this way, we can “grow in grace and knowledge” (II Peter 
3:18). 
 

L 
EvangeLism is Lost people being saved. “To the weak I became weak, that I might gain the weak: I am become all things 
to all men, that I may be all means save some” (I Corinthians 9:22). Whatever it takes, within the will of God, let us do with 
all our might! 
 

I 
EvangelIsm is Increase. “And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women” (Acts 5:14). 
Let us therefore plant the seed of the kingdom (Luke 8:11) that God may give the increase (I Corinthians 3:6). 
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S 
EvangeliSm is high Standard. “Seek the things that are above . . . set your mind on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are upon the earth” (Colossians 3:1-2). 
 

M 
EvangelisM is Missions. “Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations . . . preach the gospel to the whole creation” 
(Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15). 
 

Let us continue to be involved and increase in EVANGELISM! 

 
Make the Most of Every Opportunity 
Steven Bockmiller 
 
"Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, 
as I should.  Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone" (Colossians 4:2-
6). 
 
The year was 1995 and the setting was 10th grade World History class. "Boring, boring, boring" was all I could think to 
myself. "I hope the new teacher will at least be easy." With a first-rate attitude I took my seat on day one and was ready 
to survive. My outlook quickly improved as an attractive girl sat down in the seat to my right. I had met her in 7th grade 
but our paths never crossed and we hadn’t exchanged more than a few words. I soon found that her personality and 
intelligence were commensurate with her looks. A friendship was born. 
 
One day we started a discussion on the subject of world religions which sparked a debate between us. I told her about the 
Bible and what I believed and where I went to church. We continued the discussion and debated long after the subject 
ended in the class. My tact was terrible, but I was knowledgeable and convicted in what the Bible said. I must have done 
something right because a couple months later she asked to join me for worship services. "I’m going to convert and marry 
this girl;" life could not have been better. One thing led to the next and my Dad baptized her about a year later. 
 
The spread of the gospel was not over at this point because her Mom and Dad and two sisters needed the truth as well. 
It didn’t start well after they learned of her baptism. They thought we were pulling the family apart. Over the next few 
years we let our light shine and helped put a hurting family back together. Her younger Sister was the first to show interest, 
followed by her Mom and older Sister, and lastly her Dad. They were all baptized five years later. Today (17 years later) 
her Dad is a deacon in the Church alongside her Mom who is the quintessential servant of Christ. Paul said "make the most 
of every opportunity." You never know how God can turn a World History class into an opportunity to lead someone to 
Christ. 
 
Evangelism does not always turn out like this. In fact it usually does not. It is complicated, arduous, and frustrating. We 
are competing against thousands of religions, Bible interpretations to match any idea or belief, various personalities, 
human resource rules to keep you quiet at work, and the devil working against you each step of the way (I Pet 5:8). 
However, through all of these impediments, don’t give up. Proclaim the gospel as much as possible because the person 
truly looking will jump on those words and it may lead to their salvation (Acts 4:19-20). Find creative ways to turn any 
discussion towards the Bible. Compliment your proclamation of Jesus with a life governed by his word (Ezra 7:10). This 
will authenticate the message and passion in which you portray it. Be a steady example of godly living and discipline and 
pray that God will soften the hearts of the lost (I Cor 9:24-27). One day they might get tired of doing things their way and 
realize the answer is Jesus. 
 
Make the most of every opportunity and may it never be said of us "you never mentioned him to me."  

Southside Pasadena, TX  
 


